
A R D E N

Kirtling Tower, where Alice 
lived when she met Tom 

Mosby and Thomas Arden

Abbey Gate, 80 Abbey Street, the Faversham 
home of Thomas and Alice Arden

The Faversham moot horn which would have been 
blown at the start of the Arden murder trial

The Faversham charter negotiated by Thomas 
Arden in 1544 and signed by him



G D  H a r p e R

The author and the Faversham wardmote book

‘Arden of Faversham’ entry in the Stationers’ Register. The asterisk and 
initials ‘G.S.’ on the left of the entry were made by the 18th-century 

Shakespeare expert George Steevens, who marked entries in the Register 
he thought were works of Shakespeare. The entry reads ‘Entered for 

his copie under the handes of the Lord Bishop of London and the 
wardens The Tragedy of Arden of Faversham and Black Will ’.



A R D E N

John Stow’s account of the Arden murder, ‘The History of a Moste 
Horrible Murder Commytyd at Fevershame in Kente’

The account of the murder in Holinshed ’s 
‘Chronicles’, based largely on Stow’s account
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The disenfranchisement of Thomas Arden on December 
22nd 1550, recorded in the wardmote book

The entry describing the Arden murder in the wardmote book. ‘The 
manner of Arden’s murder’ is written in the margin. Note: The date of 
the murder is given as February 15th 1550, as the Julian calendar in use 
at the time had the new year starting on March 24th, not January 1st.



A R D E N

Shakespeare Coat of Arms application incorporating the Arden crest

The strikingly similar 
William Shakespeare 
and John Stow 
memorial statues
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Clockwise from top left: Sir Edward North, Alice’s stepfather; Sir 
Anthony Aucher memorial plaque; Ben Jonson; Richard Burbage



A R D E N

Woodcut from the 1633 quarto depicting the Arden murder

Jenny Agutter (Alice) and Robert O’Mahoney (Mosby) in the 1982 
Royal Shakespeare Company’s production of ‘Arden of Faversham’
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Title page of ‘Arden of Faversham’, f irst quarto, 1592


